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OFFICE OF THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER FOR DORSET 
 

INDEPENDENT ETHICS AND APPEALS COMMITTEE 
 

Draft Minutes of Meeting held on 26 July 2018 
 
 

A meeting of the Ethics and Appeals Committee was held at Police Headquarters, Winfrith  
on 26 July 2018 at 10am. 

 
 

Present: Mr C W Weston MBE JP (Chair)  
 Mr A Clarke (Vice-Chair)  
 Mr S Hoskins 
    
Also Present: Mrs K James, Head of Alliance Audit, Insurance and Strategic Risk 
 Supt P Windle, Alliance Professional Standards 
 Mrs A Giles, Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner  
 
 
 ACTION 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
   
89. Apologies were received from Simon Bullock, Adam Harrold, Yvonne 

Fenwick and Emma Houston.  
 

   
CODE OF CONDUCT  
   
90. Mr Clarke informed the Committee that he had raised a formal complaint 

with Devon and Cornwall Police in relation to a complaint he believed had 
been poorly handled.  

 

   
MINUTES  
   
91. The minutes of the meeting held on 26 April 2018 were accepted as a true 

record and were confirmed. 
 

   
CRIME DATA QUALITY COMPLIANCE  
   
92.1 Mr Weston noted that this report had been presented in a new format and 

the Red/Amber/Green system had been replaced.  
 

   
92.2 Members felt figures shown in the report appeared inaccurate. Within Calls 

for Service it had been reported that of 101 incidents, 102 crimes should 
have been recorded, meaning more than one crime per incident. Mrs 
James confirmed that this can be the case. Within Domestic Incidents the 
report stated that 176 incidents had been correctly recorded and 38 crimes 
should have been recorded out of 200 incidents. Mrs James agreed that 
some of these figures appeared confusing.    

 

   
92.3 Mrs James noted the amount of crimes not recorded appeared to be 

higher than usual, it had not been clear whether this had been due to the 
change in layout of the report.  

 

   
92.4 Members sought clarification regarding the child protection investigations.  
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136 incidents were correctly recorded, 51 crimes should have been 
recorded of which 20 were recorded.  

   
92.5 Reference had been made in the report to meetings held between the 

Commissioner and the Deputy Chief Constable around compliance issues 
and members asked for further information around the outcomes for 
reassurance that improvements were being made.  

 

   
92.6 Members noted that training focused on how to record incidents and 

crimes rather than explanation to aid understanding around differentiating 
between the two and the investigating of crimes.  

 

   
92.7 Members asked to be sighted on the outcomes of the Strategic 

Performance Board, particularly around data quality compliance.  
 
OPCC  

   
92.8 Mrs James asked if trend information would be available providing the 

panel with information on the progression of the data and identify 
improvements. It was noted that a verbal update is often provided, 
however it would be helpful for this to be included in the report.  

 
 
 
Mrs Houston  

   
RESOLVED  
   
93. That the report was noted.    
   
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING PANEL MINUTES   
   
94.1 The draft minutes of the panel meeting held on 29 January 2018 were 

noted. Following a member’s question it had been confirmed that prisons 
are billed for the prison lock out service.  

 

   
94.2 Supt P Windle joined the meeting.  
   
94.3 The Committee asked about the increase in the amount of refused visits. 

Mrs Giles confirmed that this had also been noted by the ICV Panel and 
many factors contribute to this, such as time of the day or if the detainee 
had seen an ICV within a custody suite previously, it remained difficult to 
pin down the exact reason behind the increase, but the ICV Panel would 
continue to monitor the situation. Members asked whether there had been 
a national trend. Mrs Giles would liaise with ICVA and confirm.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mrs Giles  

   
95.4 It was noted that the ICV Panel membership had changed significantly and 

whether the ICVs are subject to maximum tenure. Mrs Giles confirmed that 
ICVs are appointed for a three year term and can be appointed up to 3 
times giving a maximum 9 year tenure.  
  

 

RESOLVED  
   
96. That the minutes were noted.   

 
 

DIP SAMPLING 
 

 

Complaints Files  
   
97.1 The Chair presented the results of dip sampling which had been 

undertaken by all Members in the last quarter. Six files had been inspected 
and found to be in generally good order.    
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97.2 The Committee noted that one complaint had been handled really well and 

commended the response given. The response had shown a great deal of 
research had taken place and the officer had clearly understood the topic 
resulting in a well written letter.  

 

   
In-House Appeals   
   
97.4 The results of the dip sampling of in-house appeals undertaken by Mr 

Hoskins were presented to members. Two files had been inspected and 
were found to be in good order.  

 

   
RESOLVED  
   
98. That the report was noted.    
   
PCC DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND OPCC GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY REGISTER 
   
99.1 Members were provided with the usual update regarding the 

Commissioner’s declarations of interest and the wider OPCC gifts and 
hospitality register of items received and/or declined.   

  

   
99.2 Following a question from a member, Mrs Giles confirmed that the 

Commissioner was no longer a member of a Masonic Lodge.   
 

RESOLVED  
   
100. That the report was noted.   
 
RESTRICTED ITEMS 

 
DORSET POLICE GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY REGISTER  
   
101.1 The Gifts and Hospitality register for the Chief Constable and Force 

personnel was circulated to members for reference and was noted. 
 

   
101.2 Supt Windle advised members that he would make further enquiries 

regarding a couple of entries.  
 

   
COMPLAINTS REVIEW  
  
102. Members considered the lists of complaints provided by the Professional 

Standards Department for the period January to March 2018, and selected 
cases for consideration at the next meeting. 
 

 

RESOLVED 
 

 

103. That the report was noted and further information on the cases highlighted 
would be brought to the next Committee meeting. 

 

  
The meeting ended at 11:10  
   
 


